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Abstract

The jurisdiction system of China’s international commercial courts, to some extent, inappropriately
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restricts the principle of party autonomy. Regarding the determination of “commerciality,” current
rules lack uniform and clear standards, leading to ambiguous boundaries between commercial and
non-commercial cases. This results in an unclear scope of commercial cases, making it difficult to
meet the diverse needs of modern international commercial activities and potentially causing un-
clear case categorization and overly narrow jurisdictional scope. Additionally, with respect to juris-
diction by agreement, the strict requirement for the “substantial connection” principle and formal
requirements for jurisdiction agreements limit the applicability of such agreements, failing to ac-
commodate the flexibility and diversity of international commercial practices. China’s international
commercial courts should further clarify the scope of commercial cases, gradually weaken the sub-
stantial connection principle, relax formal requirements for jurisdiction agreements, and place
greater emphasis on respecting party autonomy to enhance the attractiveness and influence of in-
ternational commercial judiciary.
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