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Abstract

In recent years, the phenomena of “relay applications” and repeated trademark registrations in
China have become increasingly prominent, leading to significant waste of trademark examination
resources and posing potential threats to market competition and consumer rights. To address
these issues effectively, Article 21 of the revised draft of the Chinese Trademark Law explicitly pro-
hibits repeated trademark registrations, aiming to curb malicious registrations and optimize the
trademark management system. However, this provision still contains some ambiguities in its ap-
plication standards and enforcement mechanisms, which complicates its implementation. Globally,
more than twenty countries and regions have established regulations prohibiting repeated trade-
mark registrations, each with its own approach and regulatory paths. These mature experiences
provide important references for improving China’s legislation. Therefore, this paper systemati-
cally analyzes the legislative background and specific provisions of Article 21 of the revised draft of
the Chinese Trademark Law and selects representative countries and regions such as the United
States, the European Union, Japan, and South Korea to explore the system design and practical ef-
fectiveness of their trademark repeated registration regulations. Through a comparative study, this
paper aims to reveal the insights international experiences offer for improving China’s Trademark
Law, with a focus on clarifying application standards, improving enforcement mechanisms, and
strengthening legal coordination, to enhance the fairness and effectiveness of trademark law and
promote the improvement of China’s trademark management system.
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