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Abstract

In recent years, food and drug safety issues have become prominent. However, due to various rea-
sons and considerations, consumers who file compensation lawsuits are few and far between. There-
fore, itis imperative for consumer associations and Inspection authority to act on behalf of consum-
ers to assert civil public interest litigation for punitive damages. However, this emerging legal prac-
tice faces numerous challenges and difficulties at the legal level. Although punitive damages are in-
tended to protect consumer rights and public interests, how to clarify their legality within the legal
framework, define their scope of application, and ensure their effective implementation are all ur-
gentissues to be addressed. Whether consumer associations and Inspection authority meet the sub-
ject qualification for punitive damages, whether punitive damages can be offset against criminal
fines and administrative penalties, and how to manage punitive damages all need to be improved.
The first step is to grant consumer associations and Inspection authority the subject qualification
to assert punitive damages. On this basis, it is necessary to deeply analyze the boundaries between
punitive damages and criminal fines and administrative penalties, further clarify the ownership
and management mechanism of punitive damages, and ensure both the protection of the legitimate
rights and interests of victimized consumers and the reasonable use and effective supervision of
funds, so as to build a fair and efficient civil public interest litigation punitive damages system for
food and drug safety.
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