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Abstract

Article 1217 of the Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as the Civil
Code) stipulates provisions regarding good Samaritan carpooling that “if a traffic accident involving
a non-commercial motor vehicle causes damage to a passenger without compensation, and it is the
responsibility of the motor vehicle, its liability for compensation shall be reduced, except where the
user of the motor vehicle is intentional or grossly negligent.” Since the implementation of this pro-
vision, many controversies have arisen in judicial practice due to different interpretations, and as
a clause, it is necessary to accurately understand its connotation and clarify its responsibilities so
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as to facilitate its interpretation and application. By defining the connotation of the relevant system
of “good intentions and rides” and the gratuitous and non-contractual characteristics of the tort of
“good intentions and rides”, this paper analyzes the judicial status and problems arising from the
liability of “good intentions and rides”, so as to put forward suggestions for improving the rules,
gratuitous determination and applicable rules of “good intentions and rides”.
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