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Abstract

As the trend of juvenile delinquency at a younger age is becoming more and more serious, China’s
rigid existing age of criminal responsibility system is difficult to adapt to the special characteris-
tics and differences of the physical and mental development of minors, and it is difficult to prevent
and rectify the phenomenon of juvenile delinquency at a younger age completely. The rule of “Mal-
ice Supplies the Age” in the common law system is of great reference value to make up for the

YEGIH: . RRE AT LN T T[], § Ui, 2025, 11(5): 178-183.
DOI: 10.12677/ds.2025.115183


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ds
https://doi.org/10.12677/ds.2025.115183
https://doi.org/10.12677/ds.2025.115183
https://www.hanspub.org/

5

defects of the existing minimum age of criminal responsibility in China and curb the trend of ju-
venile delinquency at a younger age. On the basis of analyzing the necessity of introducing this
rule, China’s localized “Malice Supplies the Age” rule can be constructed in terms of clarifying the
identification of “malice” and the standard of proof, and the scope of age and crimes to which the
rule applies, in order to provide assistance for perfecting the governance of crimes committed by
underage minors.
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