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Abstract

The lack of an “empowering” paradigm for public participation in environmental law is a long-standing
issue, and the approach of “soft clause hard effect” requires seeking specific deductive methods for
“extralegal space”. Informal environmental regulation, as a self and voluntary regulation in the
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regulatory spectrum, is often overlooked due to insufficient instrumental rationality. However, its
inherent value rationality can effectively guide the public towards a holistic legal view of “public
good”, and comprehensively bridge the gap between environmental administrative management
system and front-end prevention, mid-level regulation, back-end governance, and back-end tracking
of environmental damage. In the context of the traditional environmental management system’s
deviation in law enforcement, the mismatch between law enforcement and justice, the ambiguity of
the eligible subjects for ecological damage compensation litigation, and the new challenges brought
by the cross regional environmental management system’s implementation efficiency, the transfor-
mation of the “soft legal” informal environmental regulation promotes the management model. By
utilizing social science theory to construct informal environmental regulatory norms and echoing
voluntary environmental regulations at the national level such as CCER and carbon inclusiveness,
the process of soft law and standardization promotes social autonomy and external supervision of
the management system, with the expectation of achieving “government-society collaboration”.
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