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Abstract

Regulatory models for mobile street vendors exhibit variations across different historical periods.
From the perspective of urban governance, administrative authorities regulate mobile street ven-
dors based on the theoretical foundation of selective enforcement. Depending on the regulatory en-
vironment and objectives, they adopt distinct regulatory strategies: “vending-prohibition enforce-
ment” and “regulated-tolerance governance”. Through a case study of “street markets”, this re-
search analyzes the regulatory structure, processes, jurisdictional authority of relevant agencies,
and statutory frameworks governing street vendors. Employing a three-tiered analytical frame-
work, it reveals the rights conflicts between mobile vendors and brick-and-mortar businesses,
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examines the dynamic between urban order and vendor livelihoods, and clarifies the relationship
between public interests and individual rights. The study proposes a more harmonious and reason-
able regulatory pathway for administrative authorities to govern mobile street vendors.
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