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Abstract

The “Civil Code” introduces the concept of manifestation of intention into the regime of spousal joint
debts. Determining which acts may constitute a joint manifestation of intent by both spouses is of
great significance. Apart from co-signing and express ratification after the fact, which clearly indi-
cate a joint intent to assume the debt, other actions taken by the debtor’s spouse—such as repay-
ment of the debt—do not necessarily imply a willingness to undertake joint liability. This article
analyzes instances of express declarations of intent by the debtor’s spouse and explores under what
circumstances such conduct may be interpreted as a manifestation of joint intent, thereby giving
rise to spousal joint liability.
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