Dispute Settlement i}{f##k, 2025, 11(8), 51-56 Hans X
Published Online August 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ds
https://doi.org/10.12677/ds.2025.118243

BIESREZDENEIRTHR

* =
T ERFETG LR T8

Weks H . 20254F7 10 FHBEM: 20254F7H29H; & A HM: 2025E8 HeH

=

BEERE_DHBREEBEHERFN, B 7E X5 ZARY HRIE S ZRT K BE A STNE R A
BRI B Al SR B = AN E RITRTIE . BRRTH, ME T E BEREMNE X R _SERRE, EHE
BR T AR, TRENZERES . FISMEI RN T &R SHREN, 257 HE = E L
FHERZASRE. FEEEGH, SARERIESLT, Bk T UEGRANERBENZEFN
RPHIHER. SRR, “HEETEEIEEN R SHEAKR R P RIERIER, EHERNESS
ANREEHT . RRILIENHE— P PIH BB ERBEK TR, DS Er i ARA RSP B3 5k a% -

XK ia
BEERE =, AFHEM, HRENU

Theoretical Research on the
Idea-Expression Dichotomy

Yan Li
School of Law, Qingdao University, Qingdao Shandong

Received: Jul. 1%, 2025; accepted: Jul. 29", 2025; published: Aug. 6%, 2025

Abstract

The dichotomy of ideas and expressions is a fundamental principle of copyright law, aiming to dis-
tinguish protected expressions from unprotected ideas. This article conducts research from three di-
mensions: Theoretical connotation, exception rules and judicial practice. At the theoretical level, the
definitions of thought and expression and the origin of dichotomy were sorted out. It was pointed out
that thought belongs to the public domain, while expression is protected by law. The section on excep-
tional rules explores the consolidation principle and the situational principle, and analyzes their ap-
plication conditions and limitations in judicial practice. In terms of judicial practice, combined with
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guiding Case No. 81 of our country, it has demonstrated the circumstances where necessary scenar-
ios and limited expressions are not protected by copyright. Studies show that the dichotomy plays
a key role in balancing the rights and interests of creators and the public interest of society, but its
application still needs to be analyzed on a case-by-case basis. Future legislation should further clar-
ify the boundaries between thought and expression to address the new challenges of copyright pro-
tection in the digital age.
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