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Abstract

Ecological ethics expands the boundaries of moral consideration, and by integrating the ecocentric
perspective of ecological holism into environmental governance systems, it can facilitate the estab-
lishment of an ideal order of harmonious coexistence between humans and nature. However, with
the accelerating urbanization process, the issue of urban stray animals has become increasingly se-
vere, emerging as a critical factor affecting public health, ecological balance, and social stability in
cities. Consequently, the ethical foundation of China’s urban stray animal governance system faces
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significant challenges. Based on ecological holism, this study examines the ecological ethical dilem-
mas of urban stray animal governance inherent in traditional governance approaches. It empha-
sizes the necessity of recognizing urban stray animals as an integral component of the urban eco-
system, thereby enabling an ethical restructuring of governance system. Such an approach is ex-
pected to lead to a more humane, efficient, and sustainable governance pathway, ultimately con-
tributing to the advancement of ecological civilization.
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Figure 1. Diagram of the relationship between ecological holism, animal welfare, and public health
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Table 1. Chip implantation and “internet + adoption” phased implementation table
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