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Abstract

China’s “Trademark Law” has been amended for the fifth time in 2023, and sound trademarks can
now also be registered and protected. However, so far, the number of sound trademark registra-
tions in China is very small, which is very different from the number of traditional trademark reg-
istrations. The reason for this is that the rules and methods for determining the distinctiveness of
sound trademarks are not perfect and thorough, which leads to the slow pace of development of
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sound trademark registration and merger. At present, the existing research results have reached a
consensus on the importance of determining the distinctiveness of sound trademarks, and put for-
ward some valuable suggestions for further improving the criteria for determining distinctiveness.
However, there is still a great deal of controversy in the academic community as to whether the
inherent distinctiveness of sound marks should be recognized, so the sound mark system has not
yet been developed and perfected. This paper examines the distinctiveness of sound trademarks.
Firstly, the concept and types of distinctiveness of sound marks are introduced, secondly, the cur-
rent status and a series of existing problems in the recognition of distinctiveness of sound marks
are pointed out, and finally relevant suggestions for improvement are put forward.
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