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Abstract

Cases of buying and selling women and children often occur in China, causing controversy over the
legal punishment for the crime of bribing abducted women and children. At present, there are two
main views in the academic community on the modification of the statutory punishment for this
crime: the maintenance theory and the improvement theory. The maintenance theory has limita-
tions that cannot be overcome, such as the irrationality of the theory of preparatory crime, and
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insufficient measurement of legal interest, which cannot curb the occurrence of trafficking crimes.
In contrast, the improvement theory has advantages such as conforming to the connotation of crim-
inal economics and being conducive to increasing the intensity of crackdown, which are conducive
to better protecting the legitimate rights and interests of women and children, as well as realizing
the functions of criminal law in preventing and punishing crimes. Therefore, it is reasonable to in-
crease the statutory punishment for the crime of buying abducted women and children.
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