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Eras of the Qing Dynasty represent a quintessential civil conflict type, offering significant research
value in legal dispute resolution. This study defines “labor” as a specialized occupation requiring
physical exertion, with disputes specifically arising from this industry. The research categorizes
labor disputes into three types and distinguishes them from other civil disputes, identifying three
distinct categories: trade guild conflicts, disputes between porters and merchants, and inter-
porter conflicts. It outlines key characteristics of these disputes, including guild organizational
features, the role of “porters’ heads” and “contract leaders,” as well as compliance with trade regu-
lations. The paper concludes with case analyses, providing a detailed examination of the dynamic
interaction between official and grassroots mediation mechanisms in resolving labor disputes
during this historical period.
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