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Abstract

Driven by the digital and platform economies, new forms of employment have become a major com-
ponent of the labour market. Their emergence has upended traditional employment patterns and
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challenged the conventional criteria used to identify labour relations. Characterized by high technol-
ogy, phantomization, extreme flexibility, low entry barriers, diversified work arrangements, innova-
tion and inclusiveness, these new forms are reshaping the labour market, fostering industrial conver-
gence and shifting social perceptions. Yet the prevailing “subordination” test for recognizing labour
relations shows its limits in this context, leaving courts struggling to determine employment status.
To address these problems, legal protection, policy guidance and digital-intelligent support must be
combined: refine the relevant legislation to clarify the relationship between workers and platforms;
tighten enforcement and oversight; build a legal-aid system; introduce supportive measures; pro-
mote industrial integration; publicize the new rules; upgrade data infrastructure; encourage R&D
and application of digital-intelligent technologies; and cultivate a skilled digital workforce. As a key
ingredient of new quality productive forces, new forms of employment are vital to economic and so-
cial development. Harnessing their potential and optimizing the mix of labour inputs will inject fresh
vitality into China’s development.
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