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Abstract

Amid rapid economic development and rising living standards, the food consumption market is
flourishing. As an important component of the market, small-scale food processing workshops, with
their flexible operating methods and proximity to consumers, not only meet diverse consumer
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demands for specialty foods but also alleviate employment pressure. The punitive damages system
serves as a crucial legal remedy, designed to penalize wrongdoers severely, deter illegal activities,
protect consumer rights, and maintain market order. Article 148 of China’s Food Safety Law provides
clear provisions on punitive damages in the food sector. However, in practice, punitive damages
cases involving small-scale food processing workshops have been contentious. Due to their small
scale and limited capital, high compensation amounts can easily lead to their closure, increasing the
difficulty of enforcement. Determining whether a small workshop “knowingly” produced unsafe food
lacks clear judgment standards and evidence collection methods, leading to inconsistent rulings in
judicial practice. When consumers seek compensation from small workshops, they face challenges
such as difficulties in gathering evidence and high costs of rights protection, which discourage many
from pursuing their claims. These issues urgently require research and resolution to refine the pu-
nitive damages system, safeguard consumer rights, and ensure market order.
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Figure 1. Application of the punitive damages regime
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Figure 2. Box plot of final judgment punitive damages amounts

2. BEENMRESMONTELE

DOI: 10.12677/ds.2025.1112367 40 il R


https://doi.org/10.12677/ds.2025.1112367

KUK

SR, 2K FDeit DR, Bl 10 B U R AL 5 1S S AR R B R P I DL
IR e, V5 AT LT 005 Y 9 70 SR OO £ o () A 8 2., iz M 1 S T P e AR L IX ).
HoR AR B AR B U 2 R 51, 9 SR AEAE B & NE IR . X/ IMED A AT REE RN
BT EAE T RN STy, e A R AR R B R 5 R, X JEORL AT RE AT K
AEW, PEEPNE R E SRR B R BT AR A ), TR TP E R 1B
PRI L™ B A, EATA R B IR T AL, AR T s A I A

SRRy, RN TMEYS B St R4 AIX 5K B BT B e B4 175 0 R 2R O i 22 4 i) L
MREARE A DT, TRRRB M AESCE T MR, ST, #ATsem T
—RUER R, — B kB, B R IO BRI GRS, AT AT AN il f) 75 25 3 5
KYERAT o, BET R BV B SRR . BRI, AMEDS A ZI0R £ i 2 o AL R R A A 2k, N
JEURERIA S A0 T2 S B I — DT, SRR, @ @eE BN e R X TR,
DS 3t G PR RAT i e N re 0% 22 R PR 5 2 v

) MEYIEEAT HRR

ik 3 AMEDTBRIEAT AR, MEDIASFRIBRIEAT SRR W ) SRR W R . 7
fe, R EFIMED AR BEABZAT N, B3 WK IMEYEZEAT N RIEB A E IMEY A7 —
SEWIEVEAT N, JF HAETEiEAT 0™ AR RORUET, 3X 76 AN/IMEDTFFAS S #R AR ST £2 54 e,
R B ARSI I R AFIA R 32 6, LT HAt S IR AR I R 8RB+ B3, MEYS
fEHE M T HSRIRMEE AR, REERNF I GBI AR, ESLhrgiEd, &5 R L
MW ZE . MoaE HEEEIRRHE, AR BRI BB THRE MG, 5 RME
SBCEANE, WO AEARRE ] 415 I B R R AT

35
30

25

RIHE

5 & o ¥
g K & A
7 o 4 &
X A N4 S
& PR N AN
!‘\éS :{f\:‘ );%
S %?)Q

Figure 3. Bar chart of illegal activity types in small workshops
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