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Abstract

In China’s current judicial practice, suicide participation is typically classified as an indirect princi-
pal offender under the crime of intentional homicide or as a less severe form of intentional homi-
cide. Although life is a personal legal interest, from the perspective of “legal paternalism”, the auton-
omy of the suicide subject to determine their own life should be denied, meaning suicide should be
deemed unlawful. Based on the principle of “co-offending subordination”, and according to the con-
cepts of illegality and constitutive adequacy, since suicide constitutes unlawful principal conduct,
suicide participation as a co-offending act is also unlawful. Suicide, while infringing upon one’s own
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legal interests and being a voluntary decision, carries lower illegality and is not punishable from a
criminal policy standpoint. In contrast, participating in suicide constitutes an infringement upon
another’s life-related legal interests and should therefore be punishable.
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