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Abstract

Currently, drunken offences are occurring frequently, and the issue of criminal responsibility for
such offenses has sparked increasing debate. During the Fifth Session of the 13th National People’s
Congress, discussions were raised regarding the criminal liability for drunk driving. Article 18, Par-
agraph 4 of the Criminal Law of China stipulates that “a person who commits a crime while intoxi-
cated shall bear criminal responsibility”. Although this provision affirms the criminal liability of
intoxicated individuals from a legal standpoint, the definition of their responsibility remains con-
tentious. This underscores the necessity of studying the legal application of drunken offences. This
article will address the theoretical disputes, legal foundations, and legislative gaps in China’s
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Criminal Law concerning the criminal liability of intoxicated offenders, aiming to improve the
framework for determining such liability.
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