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Abstract

Against the backdrop of China entering the “era of minor offenses”, alarge number of minor offend-
ers face systemic exclusion in employment, education, and household registration due to lifelong
criminal records. This not only violates the principles of legality, proportionality, and the restraint
of criminal law, but also hinders their reintegration into society and wastes criminal resources.
Based on an analysis of the shortcomings of the current criminal record system and international
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experiences, this article argues for the practical necessity and feasibility of establishing a domestic
system to eliminate minor offense records. It proposes a framework with “a statutory sentence of
less than three years” as the threshold for minor offenses, “broad criminal records plus exceptional
exemptions” as the scope, and “a five-year probation period plus no recidivism” as the core condi-
tions. The article also outlines a procedural path involving “joint application by the offender and
their relatives, review by the original court, and multi-departmental collaborative enforcement”.
Additionally, it advocates for the simultaneous removal of low-level, collateral, and irrelevant crim-
inal record provisions, along with employment assistance and personal information relief mecha-
nisms, to achieve a balance between crime prevention and rights protection, as well as between
legal and social outcomes.
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