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Abstract

With the advancement of technology, Al-generated works (AIGC) are confronted with numerous
challenges in terms of legal protection, particularly the issue of copyrightability within the frame-
work of copyright law. The first case in China involving copyright infringement of images generated
by generative artificial intelligence not only demonstrates the necessity of protecting Al-generated
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works but also exposes the deficiencies of the current legal system. Starting from the theoretical
basis and controversial focus, this paper explores the core issues such as the originality analysis of
Al-generated works, the necessity of protection, and the definition of author identity and ownership.
Itis held that Al-generated works are conducive to encouraging innovation, promoting cultural dis-
semination and technological progress. By comparing the practices of the U.S. Copyright Office, the
relevant provisions of the EU’s Artificial Intelligence Act, and the judicial precedents and theories
of other representative countries, it provides references for the improvement of China’s system.
The paper proposes the possibility of conditionally and limitedly recognizing the identity of “ma-
chine authors”, and suggests establishing a special protection system for Al-generated works and
clarifying the ownership relationship. It also supplements the implementation details and problem
responses of the registration system and legal revisions, and discusses the advantages and disad-
vantages of alternative protection schemes such as neighboring right protection and anti-unfair
competition law protection, so as to improve the intellectual property legal system, promote the
healthy development of Al technology, and protect the legitimate rights and interests of creators
and investors.
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