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Abstract

Game rules represent the intellectual fruits of developers’ ingenuity. The rampant “skin-changing”
plagiarism in the online game industry has sparked debates over their copyright eligibility. The
third amendment to the Copyright Law has established the possibility of online game rules being
classified as copyrightable works. Existing perspectives on protecting such rules fall into three doc-
trines: the Non-Protection Doctrine, Indirect Protection Doctrine, and Direct Protection Doctrine,
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with the latter being the preferred approach. Online game rules are categorized into linear rules,
branching rules, and detailed rules—only the last constitutes expression, which may qualify as a
new type of work after excluding limited expression. A comparison of the three protection paths
reveals that the Direct Protection Doctrine entails limited additional costs while demonstrating dis-
tinct advantages over the other two in incentivizing innovation and balancing interests. Judicial
practice should therefore clarify the criteria for identifying game rules eligible for copyright pro-
tection.
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1. KRR AN ZAERRIPRERMES WA T

AN MBERAT R KRG, TS 58T, REUGEE LT, AR BUE RIS, X
2 R Z A BGE R FREEZ IR oh [ EH Rk T2 OPREHSUE . ) DRI S5 P & &
AR €2020 A5 A (5 P 28 e AT AR ABLR VA A5 7R, 2020 4 FE M 2830 xR AT MV & AEBUR AL R A B0
22 fF, AT RABURA S EUR 41.5%

FE R 23 AT W AR AR A T, S ARRURS 2 RS AR« B R UL SOE S m i S5 i on R, I
TRk, 2R RN 4 SO S SR ORI IO R €2022 AR B I Z8 R BURA R ) 4R, 2022
R 99 AR RATWARK MGy rh, A7 21 W KB RN BRI, B8 Sl e Bk U R AU e R A R 56
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X I 2 e U2 15 32 2B AR AL IR M T I, B IR ARG — WAl 2023 %5 A 15
H M E R RETE “ (R Z0R) VF (SEE « BRESARD 7 —F AP, 8 IdKe D00 268 I X U 43 Dy e At e X
FEN 7 iz B AU A B ARG R RN 3 H LA R B AT R ARSI B IR AE A A R gilE 1
S (VI LI 7 24 4 BT (R AR i ST o MR 208 T e LU 2 753 RS B 25 AR B ORI B R, N2 AR
MR BEAR, 1R EEHE— DT,

L1 XTI N ZFEBEME

FAFBLR RIS “AR 7 o (BT R 2 T WD 2 75 J T i, 2 506 P W7 o 4 e e L 52 75 i
“FIE” o Trips PrE M (A N RIEANEZAERGED) WA K W) 2 e o U 5 oy JEAR B TE . 2 443
AN E BRI, HEEH “BESRIETME” . ZFEPUARPRIETA R B4R, B4
BT EMAE, RN EERIMERIER, R K BT Z AT — s KRB s0R A W 4ne ) B A8
XA RIL R, AR R AT N A . R AR — R LR A T 3G, X R
IBAZRY, JET “BERIL”, mAN TRIRR A R R, LA R E RIS ML G, X
RIEOAZLA, J&T “GRZE" , BRILZAMIRIE AT BLZ B R

4 R A 2 3 R i T 1 B AR I RAE W — 2B FIM HGR AT CEAEBGE) XHE R KE L. 3K

N E BRI VE R (2021) 8 0192 A 7434 5 RIFTHI A,
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PRt o AEOR WIBA R K 190 2% T XA U A 75 AT ARG RRAE ity R T AR AL AR e ) 2R i N R e R A
(K] (5% T R 230 R R0 7 B 21 4 S 1 (0 o U9 51 GRAT)) 41 H W 230 3 T BUAE e i B AR fR gy, B4
TRY AL CAERAUT N, AN ORIP e R R RE € 820, JFXTHIFRITER 01 A SR B A8 i 1 A F R
i A A B AR M, (EL A W R U T A B, BRI 5 S “ B AR LR G

ZR T, 2% RN 15 T RAAER A E e g e, WERMRRIE, AR S
RPN A E S O AR BRY I B AT — L, it I e

1.2. PR ZAERRIP B RIA SRR A FE AR A RIR

Xof T 19 4 i R AN S JE B S FRIE A A4 A AL A ST R i R T A ) R, R Wy S AN A
AR FE AT 4 FA R I A

FMU AR, BRI JE T B4R, ARBEBER . EIREE— G Rb 21 « Gl
H) UF (QQEY R i, (UML) i ZEMINGE hBu g s EEh A KR 1 B AN v N g e O
Mh3e, J&THAA ML, SRR R FEREARARIERR . SO ERIE
IR sE S 7 BRI R BIPERE . T R RN RIERB RN “ERAETT 7 2SR TR,
YRR RIS, SR AR R — R AL o (VAR AE P R i iz 3 “ AR/, BAS
TRk AR, 3

MR, PR AR ARRIE, ARFAEBGERY, ERAANIE 275 P 2 HAh i 2k
N, Rz (OANIEMFEg%) Bl /8 < Chrafeit) v (MRS 27 4, J5 S B 32 sk ol )
CRMMEMASE” NARIZFELGERS . LTS — P RN RIEGOA R A E R B A U2
KA, AR R, AZEERRY, RAAREKRER ST RS R I o7 E R .
B, EBHEE T3k ER AT i 5 S A A BT BT, B 70 28 R & T A e SR U 5 DAL
TG BT (RAESTSE) 82 FMENAELTSITN. °

FEMOL RN, RN AR B SRR E A i, LB TR NS VRN BT, ek R A
IEAT R, s A BT SN AR R S, BRSO I B IR LR A AE (R
MUY Vi (EFZERPIE) 227 o, R IX N RGEBEIADY, Bra g i 4% L i Dhag et i A Bk
RBM IR 2 R P SO B A E S G TR E A M EIE. se AR E R, NZE
VERGEARAF, e 3R A8 Ak ) T P DA BRSO3 — WL s DA DA I e e ik A0 U e a0 e T R 3 S S2 i
HAGRE S BRR e T BRI YEnE, MY “Duik N7 i 0F 50 B ik m i 25 B8 mT BLE AT
VERIRAF ORI 1] 402738 Jesper Juul $2 HHARIRE AR, IR DU P s 4 gf 2 FAT B A1) P (limitations) M TR 14
(affordances) [2]

VORI A, SR B AT, BANE T ELA R 8 WA A M, AT DA A — TR L Y

MW — P RN RIERE(2006)— FF A7 55 8564 5 A HI13.
RS — R R RIERE(014) ) — R R LGN WI T8 23 5 RIEH A,
S BT — R BN RIEBE014) ) RGP 758 22 5 RFH k1.
6 b T A BT XN ROIEBE (2015)i B = (I E3E 529 5 RFEHIA,
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U4 5 B3 PR B AR T, (R 20 TR AR A AL R e AR R o N LRI B A O T
e X A B PR A AR R RO e ) R A R AR e B A v L A G e, i m i
PALREIL,  Ji )R U o T3 k1 T ) TR J e 3 2 SR BB PR T, IR i AR 2R 2 . 7i — L ki
KLU BT CAAG BRATE O 52 BU RS, ST o i 33 00 DU R DA R B PR A, 4 AR T )i (28 L B
ARG BRI R BUE N B e R R S SO, RS SRR, BERTEM S
BRI 5 00 B S TE (3]0 AL AR e B PO SRR S SE AN BE IR o T A ST R[4 (0 230 0 AR ™
BUORS 3 B 450 t45 WS RN 2 0 BAR T R Ik, AN RE S22 A EBGE IR, thAT 5 18 ] AN IE =
S E AT R

1.3. LR AL A E R 28 12 9 DR 77 B/

X 0 2% 3 xR U2 75 REAT A dh 32 E AEBGE TR IO IR, RHESCERAN 2 RPN 4 FASF R0
R X RIEAFAE L R AN R

L3.1. AN ZZ2 RIS E

S AL R R A AN I X > G5 A N AR, TR ANARBEBIZ AR IX, S = RO R
SRUAIHE S PR A 28 R it R 7 ORI RN, (L SIS PRy 0 2 1 ) A 30 KRR 15 o S el
JET A, HE AT ORI T S . ThRErER, xR AR T DL AERUR Y, AN A B
SERAEEWARATWIT R BRAIGIN . BT JIe5 . (E5E, XIS RTBA R R AI A B H fe— RS
NFEBE IR TR, WRA N CARY?, S s Es K BIB Mzh 7. SERMER . SCFEM . i
SNV 5 AR S AFE W I DRI AT, AL CLSEIURT BE 28 i ah 2% (i s i) R 37 b4k, AN
028 3 XU P R % ZhRETE T A RE 2 BRI, RN T 7 R 28 Jie i i B S BT 5E DI REFF AR —Fh)y
2o DUREVEIFAS ARSI HE 7 AR 2Z A RUOR S LSNP

FER TR R BN AR R AR IEBIERAN,  ROANIE M58 ki R RENS K IR oK, (H
AR —E 5E2[5]. RAESTEAEHBRNEMRRREE, HEEBNIRRMEREE, xRt
NIRRT 37 ) P 288 T e U TV DR s e TR AL ZE AR N B RLIAT O, R AT AR S5 30AT Y BR i Al
TEALTEM, AN I 258 ik i IR SR AR SR AT IR AR MR 5%, T 01 44 B AT P 1 2% Tk 2R
Wbk, EE+ 0T EPRE AIFERORAE B CRBYID R, PR TI Busiik, A
IE 5845 WARANRE I /2 L EDR

RANE B 584352 AT AU L, S MT RS ER R, OETAT A%, K
BUERETUE Bt RAT W NI B, WL T 2ESTE. R — TV ) R 2 B I B A
AR PRIVE ], WR e LA BRI R, AN IE 2 58 ik A A b 7 R4 (K7

1.3.2. BRI R FZ AR R 2

) FEOR 37 2 iy ARE SE LRSI R AR TR I RS AT i i B A E S . AUtk shask
I, AR AR T XU TR e I AE i, A BRI A IR . (BRI, U R B
PARLAH) . AT B i s B, AXDURSE 1 HOE R I ThRE, i XRE SR I2 AT i 1f] 52 2 fRI I
PRI A B B AE N —FhRIE RN 2 BI0RY . sk, A RS AT | T RE o B EQIETE R, Ui
KA (3 PO SR AL 1 B mT A P PR3 L ABR S 25, 3t 3 5030 X2 AT 1 1T A LA A N A2 T Xk

T HBEIEERE(2021) 8 0192 FY) 7434 5 REH A
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SPURL S AR, RSB LRSI OUNIR 26k, FTLARIAIER , (EA T 0T <40
B AR L E RTINS . E U RE R, 3k, SERLAIT
S TEARIEEARBE PG RUN R SRR L T I 045 51 55017900 — R SUBLB S BLBIAL 2, B
MBS BRI T B30 o O T A WS MU 4], LR 5 ST T AR %1
BURS FITT & THRHLG, (R0 %7 iR LRI 27 0 JT R A A
AT M.

2. R AN ZER R BRI EEBOE =

£ CEEBGE) 58 =BT T, JRED AR 2 AR et P 2%, BIARZOE 1R i R A S22 1
BOERY . T 8 WUEENE M IFA B LR IR WK RRALI S S A2 ] 925 S B x ol 28 33t xS R U ) £
PR, R AN AR HERR AR CEAERGR) DRI LASN A CAS T, VARG AR IS I R 75
HARRENE N fh 22—, ORI BRI E SRR i “ TRl ARG W B

2020 £F (FEAEBGE) F=UAET )G, W ZEAEBERARERBOTSGE,  RVFRT &1 fh i BRI
X RAE FNESE B PN E Y AR, SN W 4 G KL A R ST AR e SR A AEVE A R T Y L T AT
REPE.

2.1. ESMLEERAMZFERIRIPE R

IR 265 U7 R ) 5 A B AR i, AN R 5 VR R Ak 75 2R e R S A, [T A1 I 288 it e 35 A AR AL
VR, A =S [R W R

F—FOU SR, RS B T RO, A2 B EBUELRY . W{ESEE Y “CAPCOM U.S.ALiF
DATA EAST CORP &7 w1, & AN (H3k% £ 1) Ak S AR (G2 pis) BT H-—388 57
M WEARII Ao A AL VR T AR TR [F], VERE A BE RIS S A R A R
TENANE SN RERIE, BB A S A2

R VN, R R AR A B R I, AR SERVETE . AR e HE S N 4 i AR
FGE R R DS 9N 4% D R B A A BB 1k R IR I, gk T LUK X 3 R A s R AR i, DA S
o YR U FA PR AP o 5 R I 285 it ek A S AT A ol LA s« 1 1995 436 {5 B Ll e it T 4R A
) CHTRP= RS B A R EERE B TS ) o, @ UEE AR AE NI AF f il LGRS . “Stern Elec-
tronics JF Kaufman” 7, LR X7V IA N BT (Scramble) JHid b 5 @R T ESIH— R )
T, A0 CMAE Ll DX AT S SO (R . kR T K g Rk RRMIE R S, AR B
B R LA AT A it o TR 5 R RO AR CE I T . B E R, AR50 55 )7 5 (Scramble) 44 /5 5 14
FRAL, # A ARBL SEE “ CLBKIEMZY 27 i H AR S ik BN, 3k DL 5F 5 g 1/ 1% J5ORE 1) e T
B AN B S, (HAsfs e NS e A RAREE T T 61, BIEEEY, arebl

SENHEZAER[6] -
BRI, BRI AN e A2 AR RO, (BRI AR 2RI . ATLLEE “4h5R -
1LY - xR X2 ORP AR B o RISE Tl SR AR DA RN 0 R B A L R B AR A s

LA ThRESE, i {6 FH v ) s D A 37 5 J U <52 7 92 DX 73 i R o 52 OR3P B RIS 52 R 97 B RIB [ 7] SR IR
f CIRPHrB) S, Rl SRS DA% 1 AR Wy Bl s R R U A S BR Zh e, i DCRE i xR R 5%
ARBETH AN 5 5 AT St . VABEA, iR JLF- AT B R B0 3R 0 AR R 5 i X R A T e

8Stern Electronics, Inc. v. Kaufman, 523 F. Supp. 635 (E.D.N.Y. 1981).
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AR, WO R AR QIVE IR, BN 2 32 BIRRBGE R PR, B — 3Rk A 88 B, Zhie 2.
£ (TN B FVABER AT ORI, W & MR PUE R, DL AR D RETE R 7N 3R 7N i 3R P
BRAESNE s IR AT ASZ AR GRS 10

2.2. MLEHE AN B EERRIP RN RIS

DASKE P00 268 5 RRAEAT R 3 INBUE R BN HIRRE, 7T DA AN B2 OR300 A B A DRI B B as B
X284 KR B B TEROBUE AR 7T A 3 22 ER 5 B W0 el R B DR AP BB e B W
R ANERRE U — T LA S IR ARG L7 [ DU = AT E 200 i — iy LA SRR “ T2
PR PR DU AN A ML =T DA SRR R “ B R, iR

ARG BLIIAZ O K A 26 ARV AR ) THRER, SOiREE “ ARG RIZ =7, H W
ZEWORMNIAE B A, B WA . Wi, B, &R UL 5SmSR ERIE Ry
PO TR, AT SR AR S SO AR AR (R IR WL R B D S A (A TE 4 e,
WERRIT R IR WA K 5 H oA A LSS AN 24— 2D 3R R TR AT BT 52 (RO IE 2438
4k P

()2 PR AP BN E T RRAMIE A 2R T TEARANE L A RRASPERRE T, A AT LR B IR T SR
TEAER BRI T A7AE B I 4 U ) 35 R A ERF I =4 LAl S B A4 % RAEAT NI S i )
RIANE T A 266 AR AR I 8 75 52 B AR BUL R, TOAE T U0 52 BIERY™ o DROAl A I 6 2T Tl e A
DS IRIKMIAFAE, A 2 ARG ORI, T R A REAE A b B — 3 T A R4 . SR
T R T B PR IE AT I RN E 2 A, 7 bt AT OB AT I R B L, DA S 1B 90
ZeF U B H ) -

B AR Ak LA B PR AR D AT AR, HUONTEE GRS RO GEERGR) RXE AR 1K
FEROLIERT RO Z 1, 355k BRI A St T LA B H O 35 AR BUE DRI BN B 3K — W B O
Tt 2 JZ T R T CASZ BIRY o WRA 5 - 108 - X LLik” slCR L G A2 A RN iz
BRI BRI B 05, L AORRE TR AN BT 31— 2 T A T XA U U HH ORI 7 DA 1A
IS/

3. EERPUBE LM

BB NN EALORA U I R RSO, R R0 24537 U U A B BT 5 o5 48 il R R EE PR (H2, JF
AR W AN SZEAEBGE RS, PRS2 R4 05y, R DL “ iR - 39k Ty ikah B s T < AR
1 BRI, PR LA X PR 8T V30 T U R 2 75 4 P A o
3.1. EERIPRIGE: 9RIRMIREHR AN

R AR X 3 R AN [ J2 R Ul SR AE A A R B A FRAE b B 773 o AE A IR T e
FARHIN M RIVE A BT, FLBEE 4 8T K8 AR RIS S, i ol mh i B g 22k
TR T — A FT LR AR A AT 0T 93 =
3.1.1. &MRANRET “B8"

LRAE RN 2 ) B0 5K 2 WA B AR e 2 E AR IR 7 e RER AR AR AAE AL “ R o “ Wi
AN 6B B AR A i — 2 e T R SR BT A BROGE B AT AR, A T 3T R B A BR 7

“Tetris Holding, LLC v. Xio Interactive, Inc., 863 F.Supp.2d 394 (D.N.J. 2012).
19Spry Fox, LLC v. Lolapps, Inc., No. 2:12-cv-00147(W.D. Wash.2012).
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B mT LA e 2 1 U g SRR H e R AT SRR, XA Bl R 4 H AR A5 2
A3 SE T o LAk R PRI A P2 - Tk Ml R A2 10 28 o TR i )T T B B s ik i) F A
ARSC 7 e Lk RN 2 L Be S AN R 77 3005 ROT R U SR OS5 R RPG 280 ) 2 1 3
FEALDEF AR N AW A B8 S xR I Ak R AL B e UL 288 2 5 N AT S
BEIR ) et -

LRI IR R R I ToAR VY, J& T AR HE A5 « A 78 42— B BRI ) 3K
EERETRKHEOT A BRR . ISR REE A —F, BULBCA AT AAE, IR
T AR, AR RS2 R0 2% 3 XK AT A o

3.1.2. FXMMET “BE”

W 28 G %A DAL A MRS i B2 i RO 2R PE RN, S A 35 8 in i i Bk e . ELADPE R 20 ST, R
BRI Rl 2 HAR 7 SRR, AR RG2S 930 XM 51 JJ RIBE SR P o 7 SORIIN 47 53 9 7 T X FROAE
RS

G SCRNUILE fi] B35 R PR Bl R PR S RN, AELLE SRR R o SO AR FEANIST AR AE, K i
KEH A BRI ST EIFT o I CRBAEA) A& 2001 5 & T 2838 SRk, JLARMERN 2 Dra idd
—E MR CUEZET M HIEBRTZE, Hr SO IEERIE RS, DU SE I B A 4 S AR A T 2%
mCERE RS FIE RS, B RGHIE TR 22 S R IR mvrr; MHERS, R
W N EA R IR B, WEFIRIEER (BGRBLIE) hal UKSEE Nl bes Gk T %R i
iy EZIFRRER I Z ANEAFE R R S8 NIIFIR AR G55 oAt 7 SO

Iy SN MR A —Ef R R, B A S RIS, VA BEERGE i Bk RiL .
FRAERAR ST I R AE 2B A L, SUTCTEM R RN A Lo CREGEND Bi 1 #5050 ST 41
BENEAERAR, BIFWZETh A SRS ERSE, RSO ZRITREARIE e, &
WA RS T AR A AR PR, — I SO BT SR 1k, IR K ilis
AN RRN 44 BETR T 5 RE Beidk , 3K T3 SO 78 He A Jie e o BB, Beg REAS IR BB 2 1) A AR AL

93 SERRMAS 52 25 AFBCORYP X i AT 3 M) et B2 AN K 50 IR 28 3 xR G A e B AT b 1 - 9052
FRUA S RPN R, B SRS UL & e A B A AT et . ARy “UlEk” o ik aM
W T L AE, ZIXEe sy SO 1]k = AR (1 A0 A6 5 T IR AL Rl R (A L 385 T o X288 1 XK
A AN F 5 SORATELE AL B, A2 H AT B A e Bot i 273, A BT
O3 e 70 SR B i e ™ A SRR B AR, AN IR U R T S B a0 SRR 2 EE RS ST 9 7
I SCRUN B QIR VR AL SRl TGRS, K PR 19X 2% T 3 1 S R R Je

3.1.3. AAURNMEBT “FTi&” , BIELBEZEEDCERP

AHALREIN AR FIAE T 45 70 SRS T 23 SR ELAA (R 5 (B A g 2o, lasd Vi R Lt 2 300 H
HEMITFAT NERE, , GRS WA — Rl & AT RO RN 5 2 SO 45 . Rila i)
HE, TR SO TR R . BUE I RO RS, BT RS RIE 0k
o WTRAE A N 7S 2 F IR 1K 25 ¥4 (sufficiently elaborate structure)i, A AT REFE AN “RIE” 2|
TRIF[8] P04 i AR P20 AL DUl (5 0 X 45 WA e B A 7 o iR, 2 S T Rk i ms .

YA I AT BEAFAE S I . B T AR AR T AR A PR, DLEON RIA M AR B 24 3 B\ F
RIS AR . I RAT SR NHZ R IB I CAORY, s TR Ik 45 T OR 4P 1 A FoAth N IR 553848 3R 9], 40 RPG
TiE A% AV AR 2 MORHE T AW @ I — 2 SO 2k 77 O IR, RS2 B ERLE RS
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S I HEER AL OR S A0 R, ORI AI R AT & LR 260, RIZ 2 ERLE RS . &
g, JET I SR BRGNS TR . BERUANR Z R, B T R I i sl i
ABETE e JLUR, PR IR A A0 R BAT BB o X 2 it e LD ) e 2 224418 2% 8 XK F) 200 A 00 U1 e
REMALTERG; 17 N5 Re U 4L DL SR S 45 D s OMRe B IS AT RIS, A RRIX 0 AN [R]90 XK ) B 2
WAl B, ERIER AR g A — s T R I Bu gkl AR Be R /F it A rh il iod - 07 38
AR AR, 2 TR E AR ER . SR EPR, G IR BRUHRER G (01 2% T X R 4
MR AT & CEAEBGE) & “fEdh” 195E S0 AT PR Ry — T E wh B AR Y

3.2. BRFBRESKIEZBNNEESH

WA B ORGP WA TR, BRANE R S B A RIS CGEAERUEY S0 H R SEIRRRE . X 55
NBCE FABRIR /N X e FI SRR B, LA B AT AT ORA B A2 foe 8 A Ak 2 AL

HE CGEERGE) 881 &HE: RIS SRFBAERER BB, DS ZE R
MRS, SRl Tk 3 SOR SO WS B iR S U E AR SR, kAt 2 32 SO AR
F R ESER, RIEREREARE, 7 FEPEENER N ERA T =N #il S REES
FAEBEERON ; (e db (5 i i QI L AR 4% 5 A IEIE F s HEE SO BoR SH 2 MR AT A RE[10]. HEAASE R N:
LN PRIV L AL, SEUE R EE. (LR SRR, M sSe e B R 5K
JE R4 HI.

3.2.1. FEFPRIUEBENNEE

ANSZARA UL T R GEREARE FFIERR, AL T IR TF R e R e, s 2 1 1 Sl AL
(3T R AN A R A BN o AR “ 27 3hUhie ™, Wik T R e Rk A A B (¥ 55 3 AR 6]
i, (ARAAFRARNIA [EIR, ICVRIE I 3 ERUENT “H felink” SEELA O] .

e K ERR I8 ROFFUSIEATAE DL R RS — AR AR O E P R R ke T R IR
WP ERG TR, FRATH IR STERWRAEE G, 7Eelik 5 ARl R, ARFam4
A A E S e R AELLE B E AL Sk, “HRIIERR T TTRE AT RRAE SRk N B AL LN, EHEE
FENBERGA—E RN . =G RIEI)— BRI INE e R TF R IR 50T . T B R
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