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Abstract

While automated decision-making in digital governments enhances administrative efficiency, its
technical characteristics also trigger threefold rule-of-law risks: procedural legitimacy issues, al-
ienation of power structures, and lagging legal regulations. These risks stem from the inherent con-
flict between technical instrumental rationality and legal value rationality. This paper proposes
constructing a dual-track regulatory framework guided by legal values: technically, it is necessary
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to strengthen data security, algorithmic transparency, and fairness; legally, it is essential to clarify
the applicable boundaries of automated decision-making and embed the three principles of open-
ness, fairness, and fundamental rights protection throughout the entire process of technical appli-
cation. This can be achieved through paths such as hierarchical legislative responsibility, reengi-
neering algorithms to embed justice parameters, and establishing accountability mechanisms. The
study ultimately emphasizes the governance logic of “law as the essence, technology as the means”
to ensure that automated decision-making in digital governments operates within the orbit of the
rule of law.
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