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Abstract

The system of marine double insurance is a complex manifestation of the principle of indemnity
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under multiple contractual relationships. Its core legal issue lies in balancing the insured’s right to
full compensation with the prohibition of unjust enrichment, and fairly apportioning internal lia-
bility among multiple insurers. The regulatory framework in China, centered on Article 225 of the
Maritime Code and Article 56 of the Insurance Law, has revealed significant shortcomings in prac-
tice. Focusing on the compensation and contribution mechanisms, this paper delves into the dilem-
mas in exercising the right to claim compensation under specific trade terms, compares the legal
foundations and practical pros and cons of the Maximum Liability Method, the Independent Liabil-
ity Method, and the Common Liability Method, and uncovers the judicial challenges posed by con-
flicts between agreed contribution clauses. The research further clarifies the statutory constitutive
requirements and defense system of the contribution claim, and provides a jurisprudential analy-
sis of the nature concurrence and exercise sequence between the right of subrogation and the right
of contribution. Finally, this paper proposes systematic improvement suggestions: a unified and
strengthened joint liability model should be established for external relationships; the fairer Inde-
pendent Liability Method should be promoted for internal apportionment; a conflict resolution rule
for agreed clauses centered on “intention-based interpretation” should be constructed; and the se-
quence and coordination mechanism for exercising these rights should be clarified, aiming to pro-
vide intellectual support for the revision of China’s Maritime Code and the refinement of judicial
practice.
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