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Abstract

Emerging pollutants are characterized by hidden risks, widespread sources, and irreversible harms.
The precautionary principle emphasizes that preventive measures should be taken even under sci-
entific uncertainty, and its governance logic is highly compatible with the characteristics of emerging
pollutants. In this regard, the precautionary principle can be incorporated into the “Eco-Environ-
mental Code” and, relying on the ‘screen-assess-control’ technical approach, be concretely integrated
into governance practices such as source prevention, process control, and end-point response. This
helps establish an institutional buffer between scientific uncertainty and decision-making urgency,
thereby building a forward-looking and practical system for the prevention and control of emerging
pollutants, and achieving an organic balance between ecological environmental protection and
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economic and social development.
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