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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the modernization of misdemeanor governance, the judicial practice of the
crime of dangerous driving while intoxicated faces a conflict between a “one-size-fits-all” standard
for incrimination and complex social realities. The current criminal policy has shifted towards a
“strict but not severe"” model, leading to a surge in drunk driving cases. However, the rigid blood-
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alcohol content standard overlooks differences in driving contexts, and the collateral consequences
of penalties far exceed the punishment itself, exacerbating social governance contradictions. Exist-
ing pathways for non-conviction exhibit significant shortcomings. In response, there is a need to
construct a systematic mechanism for non-conviction. On the substantive level, specific circum-
stances constituting “significantly minor circumstances” should be clarified. On the procedural level,
judicial resource allocation should be optimized through case diversion and non-penal measures,
balancing efficiency and justice. This research argues that misdemeanor governance must balance
public safety and individual rights, promoting a shift in criminal justice from punishment to gov-
ernance. Ultimately, through the synergy of legislative refinement, judicial standardization, and so-
cial policies, a dynamic balance between crime control and the protection of human rights can be
achieved.
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