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Abstract

In the context of the digital economy, the conflict between personal information protection and safe-
guarding public interests has become increasingly pronounced. Although China’s relevant legislation
incorporates public interest provisions, practical application faces challenges due to ambiguous defi-
nitions of public interest, unclear rights and responsibilities of involved entities, and outdated regu-
latory frameworks. Grounded in jurisprudential and empirical analysis, this article proposes path-
ways to clarify the criteria for defining public interests, delineate the boundaries of rights and respon-
sibilities among multiple stakeholders, refine exceptions to informed consent rules, and enhance
oversight and remedy mechanisms. These measures aim to establish a legal framework that fosters a
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dynamic equilibrium between the two, thereby providing legal support for the high-quality develop-
ment of the digital economy and the protection of personal information rights.
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