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Abstract

There are different views of the legal interests protected by environmental criminal law in China,
such as the “theory of economic order”, “the theory of public security”, “the theory of social manage-
ment order”, and “the theory of dualism”, which are based on the theoretical foundations of “pure
anthropocentrism”, “pure ecological centrism”, and “ecological anthropocentrism”. The “ecological
anthropocentrism” means that the legal interests protected by environmental criminal law include
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not only the present human interests but also the future human interests. The environmental crime
can be embodied in the personal and property damage of the former, and the environmental crime
can be embodied in the damage of the environment itself. Based on the adherence to the “ecological
anthropocentrism”, the “environmental right” should be introduced into the criminal law, and its
extension should be defined as including the current and future human interests, and it should be
established as the legal interest protected by the environmental criminal law.
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