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Abstract

In the field of criminal law, China’s legal framework still faces challenges in regulating emerging
cyberbullying issues, particularly due to ambiguous regulatory boundaries that complicate judicial
oversight. This paper systematically analyzes practical dilemmas in criminal regulation of cyber-
bullying, including difficulties in behavior characterization, subject identification, determination of
subjective intent and causality, as well as stringent criminalization standards. It delves into core
issues such as social harm, criminal illegality, and penalizability. Regarding social harm, the
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analysis primarily employs legal interests as a basis for evaluation, proposing quantitative criteria.
For exploring the boundaries of criminal illegality, specific interpretive approaches are presented
alongside academic debates. Concerning the necessity of criminal law, the application of the pro-
portionality principle is examined. The paper also proposes methods for clarifying criminal regula-
tory boundaries, aiming to provide theoretical references for improving China’s legal governance
system for cyberbullying.
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