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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the digital economy, platform promotional rules and algorithmic opera-
tions have become increasingly sophisticated. In this context, “vangmaodang”—a term referring to
individuals or groups that exploit platform rules, promotional mechanisms, and technical loopholes
for improper gains—have evolved from sporadic bargain seekers into organized, professionalized,
and even industrialized actors engaging in rule arbitrage and technical attacks. Their activities have
continuously undermined platform governance and the order of fair competition. Rather than
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simply categorizing such conduct as isolated civil disputes or single criminal offenses, this paper,
from the perspective of the “social standard” orientation and order-maintenance function of eco-
nomic law, argues that “yangmaodang” should be identified and regulated as a new type of unfair
competition risk that disrupts platform market mechanisms. Based on a review of relevant domes-
tic and international studies, as well as the practical dilemmas in China’s law enforcement and judi-
cial practice, this paper examines the issue along the analytical framework of “types of conduct-
application of legal norms-allocation of liabilities-governance instruments”. It further proposes a
comprehensive regulatory approach centered on competition order, grounded in graded platform
obligations, and supported by cross-departmental coordination and evidentiary rules, with a view
to achieving the institutional objective of “prevention first, with punishment as a last resort”.
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