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Abstract

The judicial handling of kinship assault, homicide and property dispute cases in the Tang Dynasty
deeply integrated the three values of “human sentiment”, “reason” and “law”, which was a typical
embodiment of the judicial tradition of “the unity of ritual and law” in the Tang Dynasty. Based on
The Tang Code with Commentaries and typical cases, this paper defines the types of the two catego-
ries of cases as well as the connotations and dialectical relations of human sentiment, reason and
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law, analyzes their specific application and characteristics in judicial practice, sorts out the three
types of conflicts between human sentiment and law, reason and law, and human sentiment and
reason manifested in the cases, and summarizes the reconciliation mechanisms such as flexible in-
terpretation of law, prioritization of mediation and flexible adjustment of punishment. The study
reveals the judicial logic of the Tang Dynasty that law served as the foundation of judgment, reason
as the criterion and human sentiment as the supplement. The concepts such as the coordination of
human sentiment and law contained in it provide an important historical reference for the judicial
handling of modern kinship disputes.
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