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Abstract

Administrative normative documents occupy an awkward position of “nominal discrepancy” in
China’s legal practice. While mainstream administrative law scholars exclude them from the formal
sources of administrative law, these documents remain crucial for government agencies to exercise
administrative functions. This paper examines their application in civil judicial practice. First, it
clarifies the concepts and current judicial status of administrative normative documents. Second, it
analyzes their legitimacy in civil cases from a legal theory perspective. Finally, it explores how to
apply them accurately in civil judicial proceedings.
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