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Abstract

In the digital network era, disputes over irrational online consumption such as online game pay-
ment and live-streaming tips given to hosts by minors have occurred frequently, becoming a key
issue in civil and commercial trials and the protection of minors’ online rights. The legal validity of
minors’ online payment behavior is determined based on the hierarchical division of civil capacity,
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combined with regulations such as the Civil Code, the Law on the Protection of Minors, and the Reg-
ulations on the Protection of Minors’ Online Rights. Different validity evaluations are made for mi-
nors with no civil capacity and those with limited civil capacity. After the behavior is invalid or re-
voked, the return path follows the principle of property return and is supplemented by fault sharing.
The responsible parties include multiple entities such as online platforms, hosts, and payment in-
stitutions. Currently, judicial practice faces difficulties such as inconsistent standards for behavior
determination, ambiguous discretion in return ratios, imbalance in the allocation of burden of proof,
and inadequate implementation of platform obligations. This article, based on civil and commercial
law norms, clarifies the legal nature and validity rules of minors’ online payment, dissects the basis
for the claim of return and the logic of responsibility allocation, constructs a diversified return path
through negotiation, complaint, and litigation, and proposes institutional optimization solutions
such as improving legislative interpretation, unifying judicial decisions, strengthening platform re-
sponsibilities, and reinforcing guardianship duties to balance the value goals of protecting minors’
rights, promoting online industry development, and maintaining stable transaction order.
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