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Abstract

Statutory bodies are established with the overarching principle of “separating decision-making
from implementation and promoting specialization in execution”, aiming to enhance the efficiency
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of public goods provision. They represent an active exploration in the process of deepening admin-
istrative system reform. The establishment of statutory bodies can effectively address issues such
as unclear government functions, unequal distribution of power and responsibility, and ambiguous
accountability, thereby improving the efficiency of government decision-making and execution, and
fostering the fair, transparent, and efficient operation of public affairs. At the same time, the estab-
lishment of statutory bodies has played a positive role in promoting the transformation of govern-
ment functions and the reform of the administrative management system. It encourages interaction
and cooperation between the government and the market, as well as between the government and
society, facilitates the participation and oversight of social forces, and enhances the government’s
governance capacity and level. In practice, local governments in China have explored some success-
ful experiences by establishing statutory bodies. However, for statutory bodies to truly fulfill their
intended functions, it is essential to fully consider China’s national conditions and practical realities,
and to explore institutional achievements and governance effectiveness that align with the socialist
system with Chinese characteristics. This paper reexamines the concept, characteristics, and nature
of statutory bodies from a theoretical perspective, analyzes the current situation and challenges
facing statutory bodies in China, and explores issues such as insufficient legal basis and inadequate
institutional mechanisms. Furthermore, it seeks to identify pathways for development, aiming to
create a favorable environment for sustainable development that enables statutory bodies to fully
realize their potential.
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