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Abstract

The core function of the system for sealing juvenile criminal records is to mitigate the enduring
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impact of past criminal records on juveniles’ future lives and to safeguard their right to resocializa-
tion. In China, the current regime has moved from local experimentation to nationwide legislative
recognition; yet its effects in judicial practice remain unstable. The main problems are manifested
in unclear boundaries of sealing effectiveness, indeterminate standards for litigation-related as-
sessment, overly rigid eligibility and procedural design, excessively broad exceptions to access, per-
sistent conflicts with external regulatory regimes, and the difficulty of genuinely realizing the pur-
pose of sealing in the digital age. Although existing scholarship has offered relatively sufficient dis-
cussion, much of it still remains at the level of textual interpretation, leaving further room for re-
search on the overall logic through which these difficulties are generated and on a systematic re-
sponse. This article argues that the sealing of juvenile criminal records should be understood as a
special protective arrangement grounded in the value of heightened protection for juveniles, with
restricting access and blocking the collateral consequences of ordinary criminal records as its core
content. The key to improving the regime does not lie in abstractly replacing “sealing” with “eras-
ure”, but rather in, within the governance context of a risk society, recalibrating the social functions
of criminal records, clarifying the litigation effects of sealed records, reconstructing a closed proce-
dural loop, and—through coordination of supporting institutions and the embedding of digital gov-
ernance—enabling the regime to complete a shift from formal confidentiality to substantive de-la-
beling.
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