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Abstract

To address the challenge of judicial localization and mitigate the improper interference of admin-
istrative organs in administrative adjudication, Article 18(2) of the Administrative Litigation Law
of 2014 introduced the “cross-regional jurisdiction system for administrative litigation” as a
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supplement to the traditional “plaintiff follows defendant” jurisdiction principle. Owing to the ab-
stractness and ambiguity of this statutory provision, local jurisdictions have independently devel-

» o«

oped diverse operational models in practice, including “cross-district reciprocal jurisdiction”, “rel-

”» o«

atively centralized jurisdiction”, “jurisdiction elevation”, and “railway transport court jurisdiction”.
While these models have alleviated judicial localization to some extent, the cross-regional jurisdic-
tion system in China still confronts bottlenecks: inconsistent criteria for determining competent
cross-regional courts, uncoordinated resource allocation among cross-regional judicial bodies, ero-
sion of the “principle of convenience for both parties and adjudication”, and impediments to the
substantive resolution of disputes caused by cross-regional arrangements. To break through these
bottlenecks, this paper proposes pathways to refine the system: exploring unified principles for
cross-regional jurisdiction, optimizing administrative adjudication resources, developing intelli-
gent administrative courts, and establishing a multi-stakeholder linkage mechanism, thereby ad-
vancing the improvement and sustainable development of the cross-regional jurisdiction system.
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