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Abstract

In recent years, the prosperous development of the digital economy has triggered a series of legal
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issues. Among them, the self-preferential behavior that digital platforms need to implement to ex-
pand the market and the regulation of this behavior have become the focus of research in the field
of anti-monopoly law. The dual role of digital platforms endows them with the ability and motiva-
tion to engage in self-preferential behavior. Self-preferential behavior differs significantly from re-
fusal to trade, bundling, and differential treatment, and should be defined as a new form of abuse of
market dominance. Moreover, self-preferential behavior does not have inherent illegality. There-
fore, the dual roles of digital platforms should be regulated based on their dual functions, and digital
platforms should be given the right to defend themselves in terms of substantive fairness, innova-
tion, and business practices. By designing targeted regulations for self-preferential behavior, spe-
cific paths for regulating self-preferential behavior can be explored to ensure the healthy and sus-
tainable development of the digital economy.
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