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Abstract

The horizontal ecological compensation mechanism in the Yellow River Basin is trapped in a path
dependency of “government-led, administration-driven”, resulting in insufficient participation of
basin residents. As direct contributors to ecological conservation, residents face multiple obstacles,
including ambiguous subject status, inadequate fund disbursement, and a lack of supervisory chan-
nels. To address this, this paper proposes a four-dimensional breakthrough path: improving the
legislative system to affirm residents’ participation status; establishing an information disclosure
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mechanism to safeguard the public’s right to know; reconstructing the distribution model to achieve
precise financial subsidies; and perfecting the assessment and feedback system to incorporate the
effectiveness of public participation. The goal is to build a new multi-governance pattern featuring
“government guidance, resident-ship, market operations, and social synergy”.
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Table 1. Signing of horizontal ecological compensation agreement in the yellow river basin
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