Dispute Settlement i fi# 1k, 2026, 12(4), 259-265 Hans X
Published Online April 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ds
https://doi.org/10.12677/ds.2026.124126

BEERAEXBERNENREEHAE

7))
[ RUR 22 22 e, R

Weks H . 20264F3H15H; FHER: 20264F4H8H; KA HM: 20264F4H17H

R

H3I SRR EMBR T RN ET 5, EEA ERENR R EEFHRBIUE T A RINE HE L,
RGN EFR A B EEF UBR R RITANZOER R, A BRRENTRE—E
BEEERBTEMRR, XM “ABESEH” BAMEBLRTERRER B ERIREIIRIIZ
BEEENFEHULGNBUERER . XEIN, BIIBEREARLFRBIERE, MESEENR
BREE G REFETMEREZET, ELEME, SEITEENAN, X EHBERESRBITHR
ZEERRDFETAHTINE, BERAEZMRPHERIAKALE, DBRIA2I7E 085 .

XK ia
B BERE, BNFHE, FEEME

Identification of Tort Liability Subject in
Traffic Accidents Involving Autonomous
Vehicles

Pengfei Yang

Law School of Civil Aviation University of China, Tianjin

Received: March 15, 2026; accepted: April 8, 2026; published: April 17, 2026

Abstract

Compared with traditional motor vehicles, autonomous vehicles are more complex and develop-
mental. In the identification of tort liability subjects in traffic accidents, the traditional logic of de-
termining liability for motor vehicle accidents usually takes the driver’s fault as the core consider-
ation. However, the operation of autonomous vehicles relies on the vehicle system to a certain ex-
tent. Such a “human-machine mixed driving” mode makes it difficult to directly apply traditional
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liability theories to tort liability disputes arising from traffic accidents involving autonomous vehi-
cles. This paper holds that autonomous vehicles do not have the qualification of legal subjects, and
the tort liability subjects in traffic accidents should be divided into producers and users. On this
basis, combined with the current legal rules, this paper identifies the tort liability subjects in traffic
accidents at different operation stages of autonomous vehicles, aiming to protect the interests of
the infringed parties to the greatest extent and ensure their full relief.
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