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Abstract

The criminal evidence system in the digital age is confronted with multiple challenges and oppor-
tunities. The in-depth penetration of digital technology is reshaping the basic pattern of criminal
procedure. As a core normative system for determining cases and criminal facts, the criminal evi-
dence system faces various transformative challenges, including the diversification of evidence forms,
cross-domain collection scenarios, and intelligent review and judgment. The traditional evidence
system centered on substantive evidence such as confessions and logical reasoning can hardly meet
the probative demands of diverse objects of proof in the current digital era. The transformation of the
criminal evidence system in the digital age should follow the core logic of “openness” and achieve sys-
tematic optimization through multi-dimensional reforms: at the evidence collection stage, the mode
shall shift from on-site evidence collection to the combination of on-site and online evidence collec-
tion, so as to construct a three-dimensional framework featuring multi-stakeholder coordination,
sampling of massive evidence, and convergence of cross-border evidence; in terms of probative ef-
fect, the focus shall move from confession-oriented to data-guided diversified proof methods, ena-
bling the joint function of traditional evidence and electronic data, offline evidence and online evi-
dence, as well as process evidence and result evidence; in fact-finding, the one-way deduction of
logical justification shall be transformed into human-machine interaction with intelligent verifica-
tion, so as to ensure the organic integration of inner conviction and machine empowerment, logical
subsumption and data integration, as well as cognitive decision-making and cognitive prompting.
The digital transformation of the criminal evidence system can be advanced through specific paths,
including improving the system of evidence categories, refining the rules for electronic data review,
perfecting the exclusionary rule of illegally obtained evidence, optimizing the application of proof
standards, and clarifying the status of professional experts, so as to provide institutional support
for the modernization of the rule of law.
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