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Abstract

The commercial application of unmanned ship technology poses systematic challenges to the cur-
rent maritime collision liability system. This article focuses on liability determination and conducts
an analysis from four aspects: the legal status of unmanned ships, the characterization of shore-
based operators, the selection of liability principles, and the division of liability subjects. The study
holds that unmanned ships should be affirmed their status as vessels, and the equivalent substitu-
tion principle can be used to solve the obstacles such as navigability applicability; the legal identity of
shore-based operators needs to be determined based on the autonomous level and legal relationship
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in a hierarchical manner; fault liability should still be the basic principle of liability attribution, and
damages caused by system defects can be remedied through the product liability system; the liabil-
ity subjects include the ship owner, the operator, and the system producer, and the division of lia-
bility should follow the traditional collision classification framework, while carefully handling the
disputes over the application of maritime compensation liability limitation.
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