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Abstract

The development of unmanned ships poses new challenges to the traditional marine insurance re-
gime, yet systematic academic research on this issue remains limited. Adopting a literature review
approach, this paper surveys Chinese and foreign scholarship on marine insurance issues relating
to unmanned ships. It finds that the existing literature generally agrees that unmanned ships fall
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within the legal definition of “ship” under current law, but that obstacles remain to the direct appli-
cation of existing marine insurance clauses to such vessels. Meanwhile, existing research has largely
overlooked the tension between seaworthiness and product liability in cases involving software de-
fects. The assessment of seaworthiness primarily allocates the risk arising from software defects to
the shipowner, whereas product liability assigns the same risk to the manufacturer, thereby poten-
tially giving rise to conflicts in practice. In addition, traditional marine insurance clauses do not ex-
pressly cover cyber risks, and evidentiary difficulties remain significant. With regard to the insured’s
duty of disclosure, the boundaries of disclosure concerning technical information such as proprie-
tary operating software and sensor design remain unclear. Overall, existing research on insurance
issues relating to unmanned ships remains fragmented and lacks a systematic analysis grounded in
specific insurance clauses. Further research is therefore needed on the adjustment of seaworthi-
ness standards, the coordination between product liability and marine insurance, the coverage of
cyber risks, and the refinement of rules governing the duty of disclosure.
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