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Abstract

The culture of drinking has a long history in China, and people often use alcohol to liven up the atmos-
phere and strengthen bonds during gatherings. However, minors typically have less self-control than
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adults and are more prone to dangerous incidents after drinking; therefore, China’s Law on the Pro-
tection of Minors prohibits the sale of alcohol to minors. In practice, however, instances of merchants
selling alcohol to minors continue to occur frequently. This paper takes Guiding Case No. 227 issued
by the Supreme People’s Court—“Hu and Wang v. De Restaurant and Jiang et al. (A Dispute over the
Right to Life)”—as its starting point to analyze the illegality of merchants selling alcohol to minors,
the causal relationship involved, and the allocation of liability. By drawing on the strengths of for-
eign legislation, the paper offers relevant recommendations aimed at refining the regulatory frame-
work governing merchants’ alcohol sales and creating a healthy environment for minors to grow up
in.
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SLicensing Act 2003 146(1): “A person commits an offence if he sells alcohol to an individual aged under 18”.
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