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Abstract
In practice, there is still no definite conclusion on the way for co-conspirators to fulfill their
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compensation obligations. Therefore, this article focuses on the determination of the compensation
responsibility of co-conspirators to study the compensation system in joint crime cases in China. The
article begins with a case of contract fraud, highlighting the long-standing problems in judicial practice
such as unclear compensation responsibility of co-conspirators and disputes over the right of recovery.
Then, by reviewing the current status of the compensation system in China, it is found that problems
such as conflicts between compensation responsibility disputes and the recovery mechanism keep
emerging. Legal research indicates that the joint liability theory is beneficial for protecting the victim,
but it is prone to imbalance in punishment and penalty; the contributory liability theory conforms to
the principle of “responsibility according to guilt”, but it is difficult to guarantee full compensation for
the victim; the actual profit theory emphasizes fairness and efficiency, but it may increase litigation
risks. After research, this article proposes an optimized path for the allocation of the responsibility of
co-conspirators, that is, co-conspirators should bear joint compensation responsibility for the victim,
but they should bear contributory liability internally and allow mutual recovery.
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