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Abstract

As vital intellectual property embodying regional characteristics and cultural values, the protection
of geographical indications directly impacts market order maintenance, consumer rights protection,
and sustainable regional economic development. Current practices in China’s geographical indication
protection face practical challenges such as ambiguous rights-enforcement entities and fragmented
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protection frameworks, making traditional private interest litigation insufficient to fully address the
public interest attributes inherent in these indications. This study adopts a public interest litigation
perspective: first analyzing the practical needs and limitations of existing protection models; then
demonstrating the legitimacy and feasibility of incorporating geographical indications into public in-
terest litigation; and finally exploring standardized pathways for prosecutorial public interest litiga-
tion through legislative improvements, qualification criteria clarification, and pre-litigation proce-
dure optimization. The findings aim to provide theoretical foundations and institutional references
for strengthening geographical indication protection, thereby enhancing their role in rural revitaliza-
tion and building a robust intellectual property system.
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