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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the rapid advancement of the digital era, internet memes, with their vivid
imagery, engaging expressions and diverse forms, have gradually replaced monotonous text com-
munication and emerged as the dominant medium for daily online interaction. Despite their soaring
popularity in contemporary society, internet memes, particularly those with secondary creation,
are plagued by frequent intellectual property and personal rights infringements, which primarily
fall into two categories: the violation of portrait rights and reputation rights, and copyright infringe-
ment. Given the inherent attributes of internet memes—Ilow production costs and technical barriers,
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rapid viral dissemination, as well as the multiplicity and anonymity of involved participants—such
infringement cases pose prominent legal dilemmas. These include difficulties in identifying tortfea-
sors, quantifying tangible and intangible damages, and seeking effective judicial redress through
litigation. To tackle this emerging legal challenge, targeted countermeasures should be formulated
and implemented from three dimensions: clarifying the legal obligations of all stakeholders, refin-
ing the judicial rules for damage identification and quantification, and optimizing the overall rem-
edy system for online tort disputes.
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