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Abstract

The Open Data Commons Attribution License is an international open data licensing agreement spe-
cifically designed for databases, with its content focusing on the description of attribution terms.
This paper systematically analyzes the legal attributes, regulatory framework, practical value, and
existing controversies of the ODC-BY attribution terms through normative analysis and compara-
tive studies, while exploring pathways for their localization adaptation. Research reveals that the
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ODC-BY attribution terms possess three distinct legal attributes: copyright claim rights, rigid con-
tractual obligations, and differentiated personal rights protections. Its regulatory system estab-
lishes comprehensive guidelines for database transmission and data utilization, including provi-
sions for special scenarios and breach remedies. While these terms demonstrate significant practi-
cal value in data traceability, reputation incentives, and enhancing data credibility, they face chal-
lenges such as insufficient operational standardization, cross-jurisdictional enforcement dispari-
ties, and inadequate duplicate breach regulations. In light of China’s legal framework and practical
characteristics, this paper proposes three key approaches to facilitate localization: aligning with
domestic laws and policies, establishing a platform-based technical support system, and enhancing
awareness and enforcement among stakeholders. These recommendations provide theoretical
foundations and practical guidance for improving China’s open data licensing mechanisms and pro-
moting compliant data sharing.
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