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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the rapid development of the digital economy, live streaming has become
an important online form of entertainment for minors. However, contract disputes arising from mi-
nors’ excessive tipping occur frequently, and there are significant disagreements in judicial practice
regarding the legal nature, validity determination, and refund rules of tipping contracts. The tipping
contract for minors in live streaming should be recognized as a hybrid online service contract that
combines both consideration for services and donative intent. Its validity should be determined
separately for persons without civil capacity and those with limited civil capacity. The determina-
tion of “compatible with age and intelligence” requires a comprehensive consideration of multiple
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factors. Where a contract is invalid or takes no effect, the rules of unjust enrichment should apply,
and the fault liability of guardians, platforms, and streamers should be reasonably allocated.
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