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Abstract

This article explores the legal issues concerning the crime of sexual assault by persons with care-
giving responsibilities. It analyzes the legislative background, protected legal interests, constitutive
elements, and judicial practice related to the determination of this crime. The article points out that,
in response to the increasing number of sexual assault crimes against minors, China’s Criminal Law
has strengthened the protection of minors aged 14 to 16 by adding the crime of sexual assault by
persons with caregiving responsibilities. It further discusses in detail different academic perspec-
tives on the protected legal interests, analyzes the identification of “persons with special duties”,
the understanding of “sexual relations”, and the definition of “egregious circumstances”, while
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emphasizing the importance of comprehensively protecting the physical and mental health of un-
derage females.
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