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Abstract

Eco-environmental damage compensation consultation and environmental civil public interest litiga-
tion share the objective of ecological restoration and protection of environmental public interests.
Where a consultation result has already been formed in relation to the same ecological damage, a later
public interest action raises questions of overlapping claims, performance assessment and the neces-
sity of remaining relief. A consultation result should neither automatically preclude litigation nor be
ignored where restoration obligations have been substantively fulfilled. Courts should conduct a sub-
stantive review centred on whether ecological restoration has been fully achieved, examining identity
of damage, coverage of liabilities, appropriateness of arrangements, actual performance, sufficiency
of restoration and necessity of supplementary relief. It further supplements the procedural design
concerning the allocation of the burden of proof, evidence review and the coordination of specific
claims, thereby enhancing the operability of the proposed review rules.
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