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Abstract

As a product of the digital economy era, virtual property has become deeply embedded in people’s
daily lives and wealth structures. However, issues such as the ambiguous legal nature of virtual
property, platform standard terms that override user rights, conflicts between inheritance rights
and privacy rights, difficulties in evidence production, and the lack of valuation mechanisms have
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led to a practical dilemma where virtual property inheritance is “visible, yet intangible and untrans-
missible”. On the basis of reviewing the concept, characteristics, and doctrinal controversies over
the legal nature of virtual property, this article systematically analyzes the multiple obstacles to
virtual property inheritance through typical case studies. It then proposes institutional improve-
ment pathways from six dimensions: refining legislation, regulating standard terms, balancing
rights, optimizing evidentiary rules, establishing a valuation system, and innovating digital estate
management mechanisms. The study concludes that virtual property has a legal foundation for in-
heritability. Current law should move beyond doctrinal disputes over property rights, creditor’s
rights, or new types of property rights, and adopt a “user-centered” value orientation. While re-
specting user autonomy and privacy protection, a layered, categorized inheritance rule system that
emphasizes both procedural and substantive aspects should be constructed, thereby providing
rule-of-law safeguards for the succession of property rights in the digital age.
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