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Abstract

The rapid advancement of generative artificial intelligence technology has profoundly transformed
modes of content production, while simultaneously giving rise to diverse tort risks such as copy-
right infringement, infringement of personality rights, disclosure of personal information, and dis-
semination of false content. Traditional tort liability systems construct liability frameworks on the
premise that an actor commits a tortious act. However, generative Al is characterized by autono-
mous generation, complex technological chains, collaborative participation of multiple subjects,
and diverse risk sources, involving developers, model providers, service providers, platform oper-
ators, and users in the content generation process. Consequently, the traditional tort liability re-
gime centered on a single subject faces difficulties in application. The current academic community
has developed various theoretical approaches to tort liability for generative Al, including unified
imputation, strict liability (liability without fault), typified imputation, and layered liability. Never-
theless, existing research predominantly focuses on imputation principles, the burden of proof, or
the allocation of liability to specific subjects, lacking systematic coordination among the division of
liability subjects, the choice of imputation principles, and the allocation of the burden of proof. On
this basis, proceeding from the technical operation process and risk formation mechanism, this pa-
per takes the stratification of liability subjects as the foundation and the synergistic application of
imputation principles as the core, and explores a layered allocation system of tort liability for gen-
erative Al that balances technological innovation and the protection of rights and interests, with a
view to providing theoretical reference for the improvement of China’s tort liability regime for gen-
erative artificial intelligence.
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